Playing in the Cracks
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All drummers at some point learn these basic rhythms and how to count
and play them, but there are other speeds in between them that most
drummers ignore. They do not appear in most music we play so what is the
reason to learn them? The answer has two parts. First, by learnng to count
and feel smaller slices of time you improve your perception of time and that
will make your time keeping more accurate. The second answer is that you
increase your rhythmic vocabulary and that gives you more rhythmic options
to choose from when soloing or creating fills.

If you enjoy this study, it is the subject matter of my Apple Book
“Playing with the Odds’, which goes into the subjects of tuplets, polyrhythm and
metric modulation deeper than this study allows.
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The exercises below layout the math of how the feet keeping time with the
metronome relate to the tuplets and shows how to count these rhythms
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These two exercises show how to count the relationship of the feet

to the metronome for all the other tuplets in this study. Since the metronome
is in three the feet will reflect this relationship and play triplet subdivisions

to maintain their steady time against the tuplets.

- | | | -
o - | Y - 13
G y ¥ I v 9_77%

L 5 ] L 5 ]
1 a 2 1 2 +
! 5 1

|,

o,

|\
-E

+ N

-
—

1 2 3 ¢ 4 5 6 7

©2026 Jack Verga / Cactusjack Music
https://www.cactusjack-music.com



